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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



1 . El In accordance with the Request for substantive examination of the applicant, 

the examiner has made the examination on the above cited patent application based 
on the provision in paragraph 1 , Article 35 of the PRC Patent Law. 
□ The Patent Office itself has decided to make a substantive examination for the 
above cited patent application based on the provision in paragraph 2, Article 35 
of the PRC Patent Law. 



December 10, 2002 


in the Patent Office of 


IP 


as the priority date; 


December 10, 2002 


in the Patent Office of 


JP 


as the priority dale; 


December 25, 2002 


in the Patent Office of 


JP 


as the priority date; 


July 31, 2003 


in the Patent Office of 


JP 


as the priority date; 



E) with the submission of certified copy of Priority Documents. 

□ no certified copy of priority document has been received heretofore and, according to 
the provisions of Article 30 of the PRC Patent Law, it is deemed that no priority 
right has been requested. 

3 . □ The appl icant submitted the claims_after examination, the reason being that the above 
cited claims 

□ is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the PRC Patent Law; 

□ is not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations 
of the PRC Patent Law. 



Examination is made based on the original filing document, 
Examination is made based on the following documentations 

the original filing documents submitted on the filing date: Claims 

of the description, Pages of the accompanying drawings, 

the documents submitted on Claims , page(s) 

description ,Page(s) Figure(s) of the accompanying drawings, 

the abstract of description submitted on _; 

the drawing of abstract submitted on . 



5. □ The notification is made without conducting the search for the patentability. 
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@ The notification is made under the search for the patentablity. 
(HI The following reference materials have been cited in this notification (their serial 
numbers will be referred to in the following procedure): 



Number 


Number or Title of 
Reference Material 


Publication Date (or Filing Date of A 
Conflict Patent Application) 


1 


CN 1365893A 


2002-8-28 















6. The conclusion of the examination; 

□ In regard to the description: 

□ The subject matter of the present application is not accepted based on the Article 5 of 
the PRC Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of paragraph 3, Article 26 of 
PRC Patent Law. 

□ The description docs not conform to the provisions of rule 24 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 1 8 
of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ The presentation of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 1 9 
of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

@ In regard to the Claims: 

□ Claims can not be allowed beyond the scope of the protection based on the Article 25 

of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not belong to the definition of invention based on the provision of 

paragraph 1, Rule 2 of the Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

11 Claims 1.2.4 can not be allowed owing to lack of novelty based on the provision of 
paragraph 2, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims_can not be allowed owing to lack of inventiveness based on the provision 
of paragraph 3, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims _ can not be allowed based on the provision of paragraph 4, Article 

26 of PRC Patent Law. 
0 Claims 12.13 can not be allowed based on the provision of paragraph 1, 
Article 3 1 of PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed owing to lack of inventiveness based on the provision 

of paragraph 4, Article 22 of PRC Patent Law. 

BClaims 14,19 can not be allowed based on the provision of Rules 22of the 
Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed based on the provision of Article 9 of PRC Patent 

Law. 

□ Claims_ can not be allowed based on the provision of Rules 23 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the PRC Patent Law. 

□ Claims can not be allowed owing to lack of novelty based on the provision of 

paragraph 1, Article 13 of PRC Patent Law. 

The analysis of above conclusion is given in the text of this office action. 

The explanation of the conclusion is given in the attachment sheet in details 

7. According to the above conclusion, it is considered that 
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El the applicant should amend the application documents based on the request in the 
Attachment Sheet. 

□ the applicant should state the reason on which the application can be accepted and 
amend the part that is indicated not to be in conformity with the requirement, 
otherwise the application will be rejected. 

□ No subject matter in the application is accepted, said application will be rejected if 

the applicant does not make a statement or fail to make a statement. 

□ 

8. The applicant is drawn attention to that 

( 1 ) in accordance with the provisions of Article 37 of the Chinese Patent Law, the 
applicant shall submit the observations within four months from the date of 
receiving this notification. If the applicant, without any justified reason, fails to reply 
within the time limit, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

( 2 ) the applicant shall make amendments to what is not in conformity with the 

provisions in the text of this notification. The amended text shall be furnished in 
duplicate, 'lite formality of the document should be in conformity with the relative 
provisions of the Guidebook for Examination. 

( 3 ) the applicant and/or his attorney could not go to the PRC Patent Office to meet the 
examiner if no appointment is made. 

( 4 ) any response and/or amended specification must be mailed or sent by hand to 
the Receiving Department of the PRC Patent Office. Any documents that are 
not sent to the Receiving Department do not have legal force. 

9. The text of the notification embraces 2 pages, along with the enclosures herein: 
SI 1 copy of the cited references are enclosed in pages of 1 8 . 

Department of Mechanism & Invention Examiner: Gairong KONG(2672) 

Date of decision; 2005.11.15 
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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Application No. 200310118233.3 

As described in the specification, the present application relates to a liquid cartridge. 
After examination, examination opinions are set forth as follows. 

I . Claims 

1. The technical solution claimed by Claim 1 does not possess novelty as stipulated by 
Paragraph 2, Article 22 of the Patent Law of China ("the Patent Law"). Reference 1 
(CN1365893A 1 , "Ref.l") discloses an ink cartridge, and specifically discloses the 
following technical features:" a liquid cartridge for supplying a liquid to a liquid 
ejecting apparatus through a liquid supplying needle thereof when mounted on said 
liquid ejecting apparatus, comprises: a liquid accommodating section (reference 
numerals 171, 176, 177 and 183); a liquid supplying part (reference numeral 164), 
which communicates with said liquid accommodating section, said liquid supplying 
part including an opening into which the liquid supplying needle of the liquid ejecting 
apparatus is inserted; and an atmospheric valve (reference numeral 225) for sealing a 
communicating hole which allows said liquid accommodating section to communicate 
with atmosphere, said atmospheric valve moving substantially in a direction parallel 
to a direction in which the liquid supplying needle is inserted into said opening of said 
liquid supplying part" (see the third embodiment of the description and Figs. 22-28 of 
Ref.l). 

The technical solution claimed by Claim 1 differs with the one disclosed by Ref.l 
only slightly in the expression ways. They are substantially the same, belong to the 
same technical field, and have the same technical effects. Therefore, the technical 
solution claimed by Claim 1 does not possess novelty. 

2. The additional technical features of the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 2 are also disclosed by Ref.l (see the third embodiment of the description and 
Figs. 22-28 of Ref.l), Therefore, as Claim 1 referred to by Claim 2 is unacceptable 
for possessing no novelty, the technical solution claimed by Claim 2 also fails to 
possess novelty as stipulated by Paragraph 2, Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

3. The additional technical features of the characterizing portion of the dependent 
Claim 4 are also disclosed by Ref.l (see the third embodiment of the description and 
Figs. 22-28, 32A, 32B of Ref.l). Therefore, as Claim 1 referred to by Claim 2 is 
unacceptable for possessing no novelty, the technical solution claimed by Claim 2 
also fails to possess novelty as stipulated by Paragraph 2, Article 22 of the Patent 



1 This reference is an Epson application, which claims priority of JP 321207/00, 3203 19/00, 33074/01, 3307S/01, 
147418/01, 148296/01, 148297/01, 149315/01, 149787/01, 220340/01, 316455/01. 
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4. The reason why the independent Claim 1 is unacceptable has been described above. 
When Claim 1 is rejected, the independent Claims 12 and 13 do not belong to a single 
general inventive concept even other features disclosed in the description are 
considered. They are not technically inter-related, and do not have the same or 
corresponding special technical features, and as such they do not have unity and do 
not conform to the stipulation of Paragraph 1, Article 31 of the Patent Law. The 
applicant should choose to remain one of the other independent claims at the same 
time of abandoning the independent Claim 1. With respect to the inventions not 
claimed in the present application, the applicant may file divisional applications 
before the present application is closed. • 

II . Other defects 

Both of Claim 14 and Claim 19 refer to the independent Claim 1 . However, these 
two dependent claims are not arranged behind the independent claim belonging to the 
same invention, and as such do not conform to the stipulation of Paragraph 3, Rule 22 
of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China. The applicant should 
adjust the order of the claims. 



The applicant should respond to the problems set forth in this Office Action one by 
one within the responding time limit specified in this Office Action, and amend the 
specification if necessary, otherwise the present application is hard to be granted a 
patent. The amendments to the application must conform to the stipulation of Article 
33 of the Patent Law, that is, may not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained 
in the initial description and claims. 

The amendment documents submitted by the applicant should include; (1) a copy of 
the part of initial disclosure concerned with the amendments, on which the additions, 
deletions and replacements are indicated in red pens or ball pens; and (2) reprinted 
replacement sheets for the specification, for replacing the corresponding original 
copies. The applicant must ensure the consistency of the above two parts. 
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